
 
 

 
Kempshott Early History 
 
 
Part 2a    :   Early History Notes  - 410 AD to 1066 AD  
compiled by Marion Wolstencroft 

 
Anglo-Saxon England – 410 AD to 1066 AD For  the 200 years following the end of Roman rule 
in England in 410 AD, the migration of  Angles, Saxons and Jutes which had begun in the  fourth 
century, continued. The westward migration from mainland Europe to the British isles which 
had been happening since the end of the ice age continued. The Britons  under Roman rule  
were now faces with  Angles, Saxons and Jutes arriving from  northern Europe – more or less 
peaceably,  we cannot  tell. Hampshire had  been   occupied mainly by Jutes originating in the 
northern half of the Jutland peninsular of Denmark,  but the structure of society in England  
would change fundamentally  in the 8th century by which time the Jutes had been conquered by 
and absorbed into  the surrounding Saxon Kingdoms.  
 
The Anglo Saxon  kings who initially established seven separate kingdoms: Northumbria, 
Mercia, Wessex, East Anglia, Essex, Kent and Sussex finally acknowledge the first ‘Bretwalda – 
‘ruler of the British’ -  Egbert in 827. Fifteen heirs to Egbert  ruled England between 839 and 1016 
while invasions of Danes from the southern Scandinavian area  which started as raiding parties 
but grew to a full scale permanent invasion threaten the stability of the kingdom and involved 
battles between Anglo-Saxons and  invading Danes from mid-Anglia to southern Wessex. 
Meanwhile Norsemen -from  northern Scandinavia raided and then settled in  northern England, 
Scotland and Ireland. Danish control of northern England, centred on York,  continued  from the 
9th century until  the 11th century. 
A  major Danish incursion into Wessex   was in 870 when an invading Danish army occupied 
Reading and went on to  confront King Alfred and his brother Aethelred at the battle of Basing in 
871. The Danes  won that time but Danish dominance of southern England was rolled back  by 
the early decades of the 10th century. The 11th century saw periodic control of the country by 
Danish kings alternating with  Anglo-Saxon kings of the House of Wessex  before  invasion in 
1066 by  the House of  the Dukes of Normandy.   They themselves were of Viking stock 5 
generations back, before settling  in Rouen , Normandy in 911.  
What evidence remains of  Anglo-Saxon England?  While there are a few building foundations 
dating back to those times most have been overlaid by later works or disappeared.  Some 
placenames have endured, sometimes detached from the events that occasioned them. For 
example,  the field still called Battedown – now associated with a railway junction. The  
identification of Battledown as the  location of the 851 battle of Aclea ( oak field or glade) 
between  Danish insurgents and Beorhtwulf of Mercia and Aethelwulf of the West Saxons  as 
listed in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle cannot now be confirmed, but the identification of the 
adjacent older structures – the Harrow Way and the Roman road to Silchester - endures. 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
Part 2b  : Medieval History - 1086 AD to  15th century 

 
Early Medieval  Evidence 
By the early mediaeval period all that was left visible of the rich history  of our area from the  Bronze 
age and Iron Age and Roman occupation  was the line of the Roman road and two Bronze Age burial 
mounds. The rest was lost to memory but awaiting discovery by archaeologists. We think that these 
downs would have been grazed by sheep and rabbits.  

There is very little documentary  material either, on the history of this area  prior to Domesday, which 
was  compiled in 1086. However  Domesday does give us information about the  population and 
economy  immediately prior to the Conquest and the Norman takeover of land ownership.  

Basingstoke , was a large  Saxon village with a population of around 200, located beside  one of the 
headwaters of the Loddon which was fed by springs rising from the base of the North Downs.  It was a 
royal borough,  that is,  King’s land  before and after the Conquest. According to Domesday  ‘ it never 
gave tax, nor has the hide been apportioned there. It had land for 20 ploughs. In lordship 3 ploughs; 
20 villagers and 8 smallholders with 12 ploughs, 12 freedmen with 4 ploughs and  6 slaves; 3 water 
mills  assessed at 30s A meadow area of 20 acres ; in Winchester 4 men of the suburb(s) paid 13s 
less 1d. Geoffrey the Chamberlain holds the land of one of these but neither the Sheriff nor the 
Hundred have ever seen the King's seal for it.’ Borough woodland was assessed as supporting 20 
pigs. 

More  information on the development of Basingstoke post-Domesday can be found in  

‘A BRIEF HISTORY OF BASINGSTOKE, HAMPSHIRE’ 

By Tim Lambert [http://www.localhistories.org/basingstoke.html] 

In the Middle Ages Basingstoke grew into a town, though a small one. In the 13th century 
Basingstoke probably had a population of around 600 or 700 people. There were really 
only 4 streets. In the middle was the Market Square. On the west was Church Road that 
led to St Michael of the Mount church. On the east side was Mote Street. (Mote is the old 
English word for meeting) . The Mote Hall was a hall by the market place where the 
townsmen met together. 

In 1257 Basingstoke was given a charter (a document granting the townspeople certain 
rights). 

Around Basingstoke were 3 large communal fields, the west, south and north field. They 
were divided into strips and most men would own some strips in each field. There was 
also  common grazing  where all the townspeople had a right to graze cattle, pigs and 
sheep. The people of Basingstoke employed men to look after the livestock; a swineherd 
for the pigs, a shepherd for the sheep and a cowherd. 

The prosperity of Basingstoke depended on wool. Sheep were raised locally and wool was 
woven in Basingstoke. The  woven cloth was cleaned and thickened by pounding it in a 
mixture of water and clay. Wooden hammers worked by watermills pounded the wool. 

Being a market centre Basingstoke also had  tanners, tailors and other craftsmen such as 
blacksmiths, bakers, brewers and coopers. 

In 1207 King John (1199-1216) quarreled with the Pope over the appointment of an 
Archbishop of Canterbury. As a result the Pope placed England under an interdict, which 
meant the dead could not be buried in consecrated land. During the years 1207 -1215 the 
dead in Basingstoke were buried in a cemetery north of the town called the Liten ( the little 
place). When the interdict was lifted a chapel was built by the new graveyard called the 
Chapel of the Holy Ghost.  

 



 

 

In 1392 Basingstoke was devastated by fire, (fire was always a hazard in those days 
because most buildings were of wood with thatched roofs). A writer of the time said the 
fire caused 'serious injury and utter loss'. 

However, the king granted Basingstoke a new charter allowing  the 'good men' of 
Basingstoke to form a corporation and gave them the right to use a common seal to 
legitimize  the corporation’s business -Basingstoke was now independently locally 
governed.  In 1449  Basingstoke was granted the right to hold a fair once a year for a few  
days, and people would come from a wide area to buy and sell goods. 

 

Hatchwarren , a suburb of Basingstoke,  is the contemporary manifestation of the lost Domesday  
village of Hatch (Heche in Domesday), which by 1086, had  passed from Saxon ownership, by  Alsi, to  
Norman. Domesday says the lord was  Geoffrey, the Chamberlain of the King's daughter, although  
claimed by Odo of Winchester. 
Part of the village  is preserved under the open space behind the community centre here. The 
settlement was around a small two cell church, with a nave and a chancel. There was a grave yard 
around the church and about 500 graves were laid out, enclosed by a ditch. In the 11th and 12th 
centuries the village included a small manorial complex, close to what is now the community centre.  
This manor became amalgamated with that of Cliddesden, with Cliddesden being dominant. The slow 
and general decline of the settlement follows and in 1378, about the time that occupation ceases in 
the archaeological record,  the king was petitioned for the village to be relieved of paying tithes as no 
one lives in the parish and the church was ruinous. In 1380 the petition was granted and Hatch 
disappeared from the records and the site had been levelled.  
There was a warren in this area, where rabbits, introduced to England by the Romans, were kept.  It 
was the warren to the village of Hatch. Hatch Warren.  
 
The unusual sinuous feature which crosses the A30  at the top of Kempshott Hill – a wide boundary 
hedge of impressive width and length  - runs for approximately 1250 yards (1.14Km) south-east then 
south. It appears on Ordnance survey maps from the earliest ,  1817, onwards. On the 1910 edition of 
the 1-2500  OS map sheet 18-14 ( originally surveyed in 1871) a parish boundary is indicated for at 
least part of the length. Confirmation is still sought but it is possible that this hedgerow is  the southern  
boundary of the  Hatch parish delisted  in 1380. If so  this would be one of the oldest remaining natural 
features in south-west Basingstoke. ( FB Mayo, Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical 
Society  Newsletter 77, March/April 1983.) 
 

Kempshott  is also  listed in Domesday,  as a small manor called Campessete, originally the 
manorial holding of Aldred, but after 1066 occupied by Walter  from his overlord Hugh de Port. 
However  Kempshott manor was not located where Kempshott is now. The  original manor, 
chapel etc were located  south of what is now the A30 adjoining Cliddesden. 

The early history of that area, centered on Dummer, has been comprehensively researched and 
recorded in   

‘Dummer and Kempshott, Two Chalkland Parishes’  
by Jennie Butler and Sue Lane published in 2022 in the Victoria County History series 
(available from the Willis Museum, Basingstoke). 
 

 

The location of modern day Kempshott was until relatively recently known as Basingstoke 
Down, an area of common land used for grazing by the  citizens of Basingstoke. 

 

 

 



 

 

In 1389 the Regulations and Constitution of the Manor of Basingstoke laid down rules for the 
management of livestock on ‘the common called le downe’.  Later records  also refer to it as ‘the 
common pasture called Basingstoke heath, alias Shepedowne’  Many of these rules continued 
for at least  two centuries. 
The Down was an essential part of Basingstoke’s agricultural régime. Basingstoke had six large 
‘open’ or ‘common’ fields and each field was laid down to a different crop or left fallow, in 
rotation. People had to walk or drive their carts out from town to the ‘strips’ they worked in each 
field – and carters were warned not to drive over growing corn to get to their own strips. Pigs and 
cows were pastured on whichever field was fallow, and after harvest pigs and sheep werallowed 
into the stubble, but sheep were mainly kept on ‘le downe’ . No-one was allowed to keep more 
than 3 sheep for every 2 acres of arable land they owned; by 1535 this had been increased to 5 
sheep, with a limit of 600 sheep for anyone with 300 acres. 
 
The  map below of medieval Basingstoke indicates the location and extent of  The Down , some 
621 acres between the old Roman road to Silchester , the Great South West Road  (current 
labelled the  A30)  and  Pack Lane. 
At various times in the 15th and 16th century the area was subject to encroachments and damaged 
by men looking for hawthorn and   brushwood. 
In 1671 a charter of Charles II granted Basingstoke two fairs on Basingstoke Down, one on the 
Tuesday and Wednesday after Easter and the other on 10th and 11th September.  These were in 
addition to the fair granted by Henry VI and seem to have been primarily for the sale of sheep and 
cattle. In the 17th century  a racecourse was created on the Down and operated  very successfully 
until land enclosure in 1786 deprived it of the open common. The history of the  Racecourse has 
been  recorded in a separate paper Published  on this website by Jean Dale. 

 

Basingstoke Down 
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Part 3. Post Medieval Kempshott and district 

The North Hampshire Downs, a wealthy  sheep farming and cereal growing area is illustrated on 
maps from the 16th century onwards with scattered settlements and  extensive parkland areas 
managed for hunting by its landowners who used their wealth to build  new country houses. 

Kemshot is shown as a small settlement or hamlet on Saxton’s map  of AD 1575 in the county of  
Southamtoniae. (Referral to the county as Hampshire was a relatively late 20th century practice,  
Southamptonshire was used prior to that.) In AD 1607 Norden’s map records  Kemshat, a manor 
house close by Basingstoke, but Speed’s map of 1611 is the first to show the hamlet as 
Kempshott. 

Basingstoke in the 16th and 17th centuries. 

Basingstoke remained a small,  quiet market town on the road between Winchester and 
London. In 1601 Basingstoke again suffered a fire, and in  1656 another fire destroyed the Town 
Hall  - replaced in the following year. 

In 1642 the civil war between king and parliament saw Basingstoke Corporation sympathetic to 
parliament but the local  great landowner, the Marquis of Winchester, who owned Basing House 
on the eastern edge of the town, was, of course,  a royalist. 

On 31 July 1643 a force of parliamentary soldiers attempted to take the house but the Marquis 
and his men, armed with muskets, drove them off. The parliamentary troops retreated to 
Farnham. The king then sent 250 men to reinforce Basing House. They then made earthworks 
around the house as extra fortifications. 

Between June and November 1644 the parliamentary troops tried again to take Basing house 
and failed. Once again they retreated. But the king was losing the war by this time, and Basing 
House was a thorn in parliament's side. In October 1645 Cromwell led an army against the 
house. This time, it fell. The parliamentary troops then looted the house of weapons, food, 
furniture, and jewels and this once mighty edifice was utterly destroyed. 

During the 17th century the wool trade declined as Basingstoke faced increasing competition 
from the north of England. Basingstoke flourished in the 18th century, however, as barley for 
brewing became a more important crop  and  the volume of traffic- both of  goods and people on 
the  highways of southern England increased. Basingstoke’s strategic position as a focal point  
on the Great South West Road became increasingly significant for the network of  roads 
connecting Reading, London, Winchester, Portsmouth and Southampton. 

 
With the Enclosure Act of 1786, Basingstoke lost its open fields and its Down and a new Common of 
107 acres was established to the south-east of the town, but it was not until September 1840 that  The 
Hampshire Chronicle announced that ‘the sheep and cattle fair formerly held on Basingstoke Down 
previous to its enclosure, and since that period held in a very limited field set aside for that purpose, 
took place by permission of the Trustees on the Common.’ This proved to ‘give universal satisfaction to 
the numerous breeders and dealers attending it’ and 5,000 sheep were penned the following year. (This 
Common was moved farther east in 1972.) 

Kempshott Park ,  that small mediaeval  country house on Norden’s map ,  had for a long time been 
the only remaining manifestation of the old parish and was ripe for redevelopment  by the second half 
of the 18th century. It was to become a small country estate befitting a gentleman in retirement. The 
highpoint of its fortunes was perhaps the period 1790- 1795 when  the old house, rebuilt in the neo-
classical style, was  briefly occupied by The Prince of Wales, later George IV.  This has been very 
ably researched and recorded on the website  

‘KEMPSHOTT PARK - A PRINCE'S RETREAT: The Hampshire Seat of King George IV as Prince 
of Wales (later, Prince Regent), 1788 to 1795’ by Christopher Golding, 
www.kempshottmanor.net 


