
Down Grange – the History of a House and its Occupants 

 

The history of Down Grange was one of the first projects that Kempshott History Group undertook in 2012 when the group started. 

In the first few years of research on Down Grange - almost entirely undertaken by Barry Hedger – it became clear that the story had more twists 

and turns than an Agatha Christie who-done-it. 

While research has continued sporadically and significant help has been forthcoming – sometimes from unexpected sources- we concluded that 

this was a story which needed to be told and researched comprehensively. 

So, we have gone back to the beginning…. and have set ourselves the task of completing the documentation of the house and its occupants from 

the 1780s to the 1980s in 5 phases: 

1. The Creation of Down Grange - 1780s to 1825. 

2. The Mistress of Down Grange and the Victorian years – 1825 to 1887 

3. Down Grange into the 20th century – 1887 to 1919. 

4. The ups and downs of fortune - 1919 to 1960 

5. The Whistler /Portsmouth family – North Hampshire farming after the agricultural revolution 1820 – 1930. 

6. Postscript – 1960 to the Present. 

We have given ourselves a stiff task. We had hoped to have the first phase completed and written up by summer 2019 with  Phase 2 completed 

in 2020. However, the best laid plans of mice and men…. So now, in the second half of 2022 we will have completed the complete redesign of 

the website  before Christmas and then turn our attention as a matter of urgency to the original task of recording the history of an estate – Down 

Grange. 

History Timeline for the Down Grange Estate 18th – 20th century 



 

 

 

 



 

 


