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Historical Background 

 

 

The Berg Estate is now a mature suburb of  Basingstoke, but like its neighbours, it was once 

part of the agricultural field system which retained open fields for the most part  until late in 

the 18th Century. While Winchester Field lay to the north and Basingstoke Down lay to the 

west , this  small area had been  enclosed as  5 small fields  some time previous to the 

general enclosure act of 1788. 

 

                     

 

                      

The northern part of the 

footpath from Buckskin 

farm to  Cliddesden 

endures to this day. 



 By  1816 buildings are recorded near the point  where Pack Lane and the Winchester road 

meet. Buildings  which were shortly to become Down Grange, The Inn and the White House 

among them.    

                                                                          

 

By  1840 and the Tithe Commutation survey we have an accurate record of the land 

holdings and land use in west Basingstoke: 

 

 

To the west is the field of  27a. approx. called The Fair Piece  farmed by William Curtis and 

another;  and to the east is the 60a. Holly Bush Field which is part of the Down Grange 

Estate, still  managed by the Devisees of Augustus Robert Hankey and farmed by William 

Whistler and another. 

While Holly Bush Field is farmed in the second half of the 19th century  as part of the 

extensive Whistler- Portsmouth family  tenant  farming interests, William Curtis seems to 

have  land holdings scattered throughout the western half of modern Basingstoke -  340  

acres  or so , much of it in Hatch -  now more familiar as Hatch Warren and Brighton Hill. 



The extracts of maps up to this point   have been concerned with land ownership, land use 

and  roads. . No  mention is made of tumuli – of which there were  many  in the area. We 

start to see them  included on 1890s large scale mapping -  and the tumulus  by Brackley 

Way is  included from this date onwards standing  at an elevation of  112m ( 364ft.) it was 

placed  deliberately  on the highest point  in the area by its Bronze Age  builders. The 

nearest point which  is higher is the Bronze Age  tumulus complex in Old Down Park at 

161m (546ft.) 

The 1894 map also includes the chalk pit  approximately on the site of  85 - 87 Pack Lane. 

This was filled in  when the estate was built. 

While Kempshott  began to develop as a community with the breakup of the farms at the end 

of the 19th Century and the  development of the Homestead Movement, this does not  seem 

to have affected  the area of the Berg until the final break up of the Dow Grange Estate in 

the 1930s. 

On this 1938 map  Kempshott and its  poultry farms and orchards, are developing fast  to the 

west, Down Grange is still ‘the big house’ – but there are  what look to be sheds beside Pack 

Lane ( chicken sheds?). They are not shown on the 1932 issue of this large scale map. 

At this point  further  building  ceases  until after the War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Post War Development 

Development  of Kempshott  started again  in the  very early  1950s. The first inkling of the 

Berg Estate we can trace is a Basingstoke Gazette newspaper cutting of 9 Nov 1956 

announcing  the development  by  builders E and L Berg Ltd, of Esher, Surrey 

The estate had been advertised as the "Garden Estate" on the Berg  stand at the Ideal 
Home Exhibition, at Olympia, in London.There were five different designs of detached 
bungalows, three designs of semi-detached bungalows, and one design of semi-detached 
houses - the latter having been built in a cul-de-sac near the Winchester Road. 

 



The properties were priced between £1,765 and £4,000, while each design had its own 
name, such as the "Hayling", "Haven", "Twyford" and the "Leigh". The average deposit on a 
two-bedroomed bungalow was £200 with a weekly repayment of £2. 

No garages were available but, in those days, the age of the motor car was still dawning, 
and so the occupants had to buy self-build garages and lay driveways with cement acquired 
from local builders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

High Drive under construction 1958  

 

 

Buckland Avenue under  construction  1958 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Post 1960 developments 

As can be seen from the1963 aerial view  of the construction of South Ham,  which  includes 

a glimpse of the eastern half of the Berg, the estate quickly  matured into a green and highly 

desirable place to live. 

 

But  all was not  entirely smooth sailing -  a small parade of shops had been built  on 

Buckland Avenue within which a  chemist was promised -  but  none appeared , which 

annoyed the local residents – who   assembled in protest outside the  Berg  site sales office, 

along with a local Councillor. 

 

 There is still no  chemist. 



Current Features 

Returning to the Tumulus on the corner of Brackley Way and Pitman Close, apart from being  

an ancient monument with an excellent interpretation board, this is now one of the small 

garden areas within the estate with a memorial  seat ( dedicated to the late Mr Hann in 

1996). 

 

The other  significant garden is the Diana, Princess of Wales Rose Garden between 

Brackley Way  and Shipton Way. This was much  improved when it was first named after  

Diana in 1998, and  was eventually  adopted as an official memorial Rose Garden in her  

name in 2007. 

 

 



The Road Names of the Berg  

 

Most People  give not a second thought to the naming of roads -   we have passed through 

the birds, flowers and lakes etc. while  the current  fashion is for  names harking back to a  

rural idyl which  may or may not have existed -  Highfields, Longacre … 

The Berg  used  names of past  Mayors of Basingstoke. 

The first  Mayor  of Basingstoke is recorded as  George Baynard serving in 1641/42. No  

Berg road is named after  him as there was an existing  street with that name. The Mayor 

served a term of 1 year  from May to May of the following year and was appointed from the 

Councillors of the borough.  

On the Berg we have: 

Brackley Way, named after Basingstoke’s second known Mayor – Councillor Richard 

Brackley who served  

1st term : 1643/44 

2nd term :1657/58 

3rd term : 1661/62 

Denham Drive,  should have been named DINHAM Drive after   Mayor  Thomas Dinham, 

but the person preparing the list  chose to  use Denham ( an error?  or did  they think 

Denham sounded better?) 

1st term : 1662/63 

2nd term :1670/71 

3rd term : 1678/79 

Pitman Close, was named after Mayor  Edmund Pitman 

1st term : 1653/54 

2nd term :1660/61 

Abbott Way was named after  Mayor John Abbott 

1st term : 1738/39 

2nd term :  replacing  Councillor Henry Prince who died in office part way through his mayoral 

year. 

Widmore Road was named after  Mayor  Thomas Widmore 

1st term : 1715/16 

2nd term: 1723/24 

Challis Close is named after  Mayor William Challis who served 1 term  1857/58 

Seymour Road is named after  Mayor William Seymour who served 1 term  1860/61 

and  Pheby Close is named after George Trevelyan Pheby, JP Mayor in 1924/25 

Buckland Avenue is a conundrum. Mayor William Buckland served his first term as Mayor 

in 1904/05, but there is also a theory that the  road is named after the address of the 



company developing the Berg – The Head Office being at Buckland House, Esher, 

Surrey 

Finally, there are 2 more roads to be named:  Hulbert Way  and Woodroffe Avenue. 

On what basis a name was assigned we know not but  in the  history of  Basingstoke  

Borough Council these are illustrious names indeed, for the Hulberts ( father and son we 

think) served  11 years as mayor between them 

Robert Hulbert – 6 terms                               Robert Skeats Hulbert – 5 terms 

1798/99     1843/44 

1804/05     1850/51 

1809/10     1856/57 

1815/16     1858/59 

1819/20     1870/71 

1824/25 

The other  family connection is the Woodroffes – 4 members of the family who again served 

as Mayor  11 times between them: 

Richard -  2 terms    Richard Jnr. -  4 terms 

1654/55     1668/69 

1665/66     1676/77 

      1690/91 

      1699/1700 

Henry -  3 terms    Charles  - 2 terms 

1726/27     1727/28 

1734/35     1735/36 

1745/46 

 

 

Who were E & L Berg? 

It was back in the early 1920s that Ellis Berg decided to form a company which would 
provide homes for the many people who were leaving the congested cities to live in the 
countryside. 

As far back as 1908, it was recorded that folk were moving from the inner ring of London for 
the outskirts at the rate of 13,000 a year. 

There were 50,000 empty houses in London that year, and the towns within 50 miles of the 
city were having problems finding homes for those wanting accommodation in the suburbs. 

In 1920, the Government advocated town planning allowing land to be built on. Soon the first 
estates were constructed, offering homes for those wanting to live away from the congested 
and smoky conditions of the cities. 



It was at this time that Mr Berg was able to establish his business and, over the years, he 
constructed buildings for the war office, the ministry of works, air ministry and urban district 
councils. 

Unfortunately, when the Second World War began in 1939, all building work was stopped, 
and for six years it remained like that. But once peace was declared, the Berg firm, using its 
experience in architectural planning and design, was able to build housing estates at 
Cobham, Byfleet, Oxshott, Sunbury, and other towns in the south east of England, including  
Basingstoke. 

 


