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Buckskin Farm 1762-1965
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1762 Bolton Estate map
Landowner 5th Duke of Bolton

Buckskin 
Farm



5th Duke - Charles Powlett

Å1765 Shot himself in the head in his house in 
Grosvenor Square and no-one knows why.  

ÅHe was unmarried but had an illegitimate 
daughter –Jean Brown Powlett.

ÅHis younger brother Harry Powlettbecame 6th

Duke of Bolton. 



Part of the Enclosure map 1786
James Gearleawarded land in the Buckskin area.  

Was he an early lessee?

Buckskin Farm



6th Duke of Bolton Harry Powlett

Å6th Duke died 1794 without male issue so the 
Dukedom became extinct.

ÅEstates passed to Jean Brown-Powlett
(illegitimate daughter of 5th Duke).



1st Baron Bolton

ÅThomas Ordewas married to Jean Brown-Powlett .

ÅHe obtained a Royal Licence to assume the name of 
Powlettand became 1st Baron Bolton in 1797,    
taking over the Bolton estates.



Tenant Timeline as known
Å 1786 -1810 James Gearle

Å 1810 Anne Gearle(widow of James)

Å 1826 John Crockford(tenant in common with his brother)

Å 1829 William Crockford(tenant and brother of John)

Å 1834 James Portsmouth [moved to a larger farm at Kingsclere] 

Å 1851 [No tenant farmer listed on census]

Å 1852- 1863 Joseph Clark 

Å 1867 Clarissa Clark (widow of Joseph)

Å 1871 John Clark (nephew) –moved to Upton Lovell, Wilts.

Å 1875- approx. 1895  Thomas Clark (brother of John)

Å 1901  Frederick Cordery [did he farm?]

Å 1903 - 1923  Albert Hobbs  [Thomas Morgan Dairy Manager at Buckskin]

Å 1923–1948 Henry Gibbons [living at Somerlealatterly]

Å 1948 –1965 Cecil Henry Gibbons  [brother Michael ran Down Grange Farm]



Anne Gearle’swill

ÅJames Gearledied 1810

ÅAnn Gearledied 1822

ÅAnn willed the farm toJohn and William 
Crockford, whose father John CrockfordSnr. 
was a late cousin of her husband.



James Smith transported for stealing 8 bushels 
of barley from John & William Crockford1828

Hampshire Advertiser 19.7.1828



Theft of money from the farm

ÅVicious attack on William Crockfordand John 
Duckett 17.4.1832

ÅWrong 3 men arrested 

ÅCharles Silver (former farm employee) turns 
Kings evidence and makes his admission.

ÅJohn Young, John Blay and Daniel Higgins the 
real perpetrators, all eventually convicted.

ÅDid Charles Silver get the £50 reward?



John Young from a court sketch



1841 census for Buckskin Farm



Repairs to the farm 1845
Estimated at  approx. £60 by E. Dewey to cover

ÅStripping and retiling the roof to the farmhouse

ÅNew ceilings to 3 bedrooms and repairing the floors 
(also in the garret)

ÅReplasteringand repairing the pantry

ÅNew boards for the floor of the barley barn

ÅNew weather board for the wheat barn

ÅRepairing 2 stables & the cart shed

Å2 new field gates & a panel to the front of the house.



Employment rates under James 
Portsmouth

When labourers in Hampshire were earning 8-9s a week :

Hampshire Advertiser 9.5.1846



Assault on James Portsmouth

As reported in the Reading Mercury  3rd February 1849



1851 census for Buckskin Farm

No farmer as such at the farm until 1852



1861 census for Buckskin Farm



1871 census for Buckskin Farm and cottages



1881 census for Buckskin Cottages and Farm



1891 census for Buckskin Farm and the two cottages

Å



Buckskin Cottages in relation to the farm



Thomas Hibberd of the White House
supplied traction to Buckskin Farm 1894



1901 census for Buckskin Farm
and the two cottages



1911 census Buckskin Farm
Thomas Morgan & family, dairy manager 



1911 census for Sunnyside, Buckskin Farm
Frederick Brown & family



Farm Valuation of 1927

ÅOccupier: Henry Gibbons

ÅOwner: Lord Bolton

ÅRent ca. 1914:£110 

ÅRent 1919: £175

ÅRent 1923: £200 ( inc.2 cottages)

ÅAcreage: 149 acres 

ÅRateable value land £97.15s. 

ÅRateable value of homestead £11.5s.



The farm in 1927
ÅGranary –wood and thatch

ÅFowl house –Brick and tile

ÅStable for 4 –wood, brick & tile

ÅStable for 4 used for pigs –wood, brick & tile

ÅOpen cattle shed for 5 or 6 –wood & tile

ÅBarn –wood, brick & slate

ÅBull house –brick & slate

ÅCow house for 4  & calf house –brick & tile

Å4 pig styes–brick & tile

ÅOpen cart shed –wood

ÅMachine shed –brick but almost roofless



Condition of farm 1927

ÅHouse generally poor, buildings plenty but 
scattered –dilapidated.

ÅNo running water nor town supply.  Pump.

ÅWest hillside poor, grass not good and thin.

ÅOne field very good, swedes & mangoes 
grown

ÅRent very high. Occupier has lost money on 
the farm and will go unless rent is reduced.



1941 Farm Survey Buckskin Farm



Conditions of the land on the farm 1941



From 1941 Farm Survey, Somerlea, 
Buckskin Farm



Plan of the farm 1940



Some of the fields on the farm 
(1941 survey map)

(more fields)



1st & 2nd Viscounts Camrose

Sir William Berry –Chairman and Editor of Daily Telegraph died 
1954.
Succeeded by his son John Seymour Berry.



Buckskin Farm & Buildings 1962



The Farmhouse in 1962

The side windows 
are no longer 
there



Buckskin Farm 2017



Stairs to the first floor

Uncovered from behind 
plasterboard and will now be 
put behind glass



Original beams on the first floor 
(offices of Pink Fudge Designs)



Stairs to the attic

Divide at the top and turn right 
and left to the two halves of the 
attic



In the attic (before boarding)



Stairs to the cellar



Inside the cellar


